KAI LUNG'S GOLDEN HOURS

" It is sufficient to have lived so long," said Ten-
teh. Then perceiving that it was evening, for the
jade and crystal lamps were lighted, he cried out:
" The time has leapt unnoted. How many are by
this hour upon the march '? "

"Sixscore companies of a hundred spearmen
each," said Kwo Kam. "By dawn four times
that number will be on their way. In less
than three days a like force will be disposed
about the passes of the Han-sing mountains and
the river fords, while at the same time the
guards from less important towns will have
been withdrawn to take their place upon the
city walls."

"Such words are more melodious than the
sound of many marble lutes," said Ten-teh,
sinking back as though in repose. "Now is mine
that peace spoken of by the philosopher Chi-chey
as the greatest: 'The eye closing upon its
accomplished work.5"

" Assuredly do you stand in need of the healing
sleep of nature," said the Emperor, not grasping
the inner significance of the words. "Now that
you are somewhat rested, esteemed sire, suffer
this one to show you the various apartments of
the palace so that you may select for your own
such as most pleasingly attract your notice."

"Yet a little longer," entreated Ten-teh, "A
little longer by your side and listening to your
voice alone, if it may be permitted, J3 sublime
one."

" It is for my father to command," replied Kwo
Kam.    "Perchance they of the  eleven villages
sent some special message of gratifying loyalty
which you would relate without delay?"
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